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The BTAO collects 20992 miles for their Awareness Event

The Brain Tumor Awareness Organization collabo-
rated with several fitness groups this year to encour-
age brain tumor awareness and fitness by collecting
miles from South Carolinians for the 2008 i Wa | k
Around the Worl d .Actalwalkora i
run efforts are calculated for the IBTA event and the
BTAO brought in a total of 2277 pedestrian miles!

The Brain Tumor Awareness Organization (BTAO)
held a oO6virtual 6 wal k
and raised 25 dollars. This year was a success due to
the many state residents who learned about the

He r o egrAo, the IBTA and why awareness about brain

tumors is crucial to increase survival. Though our
fundraising goal wasnodt r
funding was provided to allow us to continue our
fundraising efforts into 2009.

The2 007 AWalk Around the
logged 24,901 miles (40,000 kilometers) A large num-
ber of events, including 83 walks, were held in a total
of 18 countries.

Although the actual Walk miles contributed to the
International goal to encircle the globe are calculated
on pedestrian efforts, the BTAO has decided in an
effort to embrace all fithess activities that individuals
may choose, the organization will collect all miles as a
state initiative and encourage future walks whereby
the donated miles to the IBTA event are increased.
Our goal was to reach 6,000 miles (1,000 miles for
each year of survival in honor of our co-founder,

Keith Houston) and made it almost halfway!

|l as

Wedohdted 24fmiles!

We want to thank the
following teams:

The Palmetto Peloton
RrojdcuP3pChallenge to
Conguer Cancer (C3)
pledged 12208 miles
Read about their journey

-Ride To Austin Keith HoustorcléL and |
FoVEBlw RBAt Rb KEVE B @RabtyeMb h
his blog. LIVESTRONG Challengg¢

in Austin Texas

The inaugural Jerry
Zucker, Ride, for Hope donated a total, of
e—ii—c—n—e—d—rﬁ'umi e ; ch neede

Courageous Kidz pediatric brain tumor members
Brain Tumourso

6d480

Golden Strip YMCA members donated 990 miles!

The Sportsclub of Greenville members donated 43
miles!

If you would like to sponsor or host a walk or

fithess event, raise awareness and begin logging
miles, please register.

Written by J. Houston

The Jerry Zucker

Ride For Hope

The BTAO was honored to be an exhibitor at the fifstwe 6 r e j

inaugural Zucker Ride for Hope in Charleston, SC.

ust really tryin
bit more like other towns like Austin, Los Angeles,

It was a perfect day for a cycling event and the firstBoston where they actually have a strong cancer

visit for this Upstate resident to Daniel Island.

The area was a perfect welcome for the many
supporters of this fundraising event to support the
Lance Armstrong Foundation and Charleston area
charities.

There were 100 cyclists and the event raised
$100,000 to make an impact on cancer in the
community.

See video interviews oitYOU.com
Enjoy picturesfrom the ride.

community that fights f
awareness in anonymity.
run..the cycling community is growing by leaps and
bounds in Charleston. It will give us a foot in the
cancer community where we can network around the
community with other cities that have cancer rides
connected with The Lance

-Michael Dennis

Fundraising ChaiBTAO

o

Written by J. Houston
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to help us eam...

Currently, The Brain Tumor Awareness Organiza- .
tion (BTXO) is engaging in a fundraising drgi]ve Curr%%%raiser
Great ink & until the end of the year to provide for materials
toner at and distribution costs! We need your assistance Seasonal gifts and stationery products, great
sedl sl by participating in the various affiliate programs gadgets and more earn the BTAO 50%!
[ we have!
Join atiGive.comand every time you shop online, The Entertainment BoslA savings book to
you will be making a donation to the BTAO! save you 50% off most restaurants and activi-
v tit_as plus the benefit of addit_ional printable_
iGiV@ e discounts, offers and benefits through online
Change online shopping for good. access, also your online memberdhigtures
nationwide 50% off discounts on everything
Here's a list of our 680+ stores from restaurants, hotels and family activities

AU tE et el ine to groceries, dry cleaning and car repair.

BTAO makes depends . :
solely on online Giving gifts of quality are a great way to spread )
. awareness and raise funds. Check out: Recycle used printer cartr
fundraising and easy to collect counter top boxRegister online

donationswe need you

to spread the word sg

we can spread the
resources!

today to benefit the BTAO!

View the list of our qualifying cartridges and cell
phones.

Watkins Vanilla Extract, Black Pepper and

$10 supplies a Brain ; _ .
bp Cinnamon are just a few of the classics!

Tumor Resource Guide

Please consider your end of the year gifting.
The Brain Tumor Awareness Organization is a

and LIVESTRONG 501 ¢ 3 non-profit organization.
Survivorship Noteboo EveryGoodsearchearns the BTAO one cent! Donatethrough Paypal
Put this message in your email signatures:
! Become a Grey Ribbon Campaign Sponsor!
$25 provides for Join me and Goodsearchfor We can raise awareness in South Carolina during
internet access cosis to The Brain Tumor Awareness Organization! Brain Tumor Awareness Month in May of 2009.
With your help, we can raise funds and provide
connect to support support for brain tumor survivors in our

resources and net- Order inks througltlickinks.cont

works.

communities!

$75 can be applied

towards a utility bil. Donation items needed fdr MissionFish Auction

Do you have an item that you would like to < P
$100 can be applied donate? Would you like to place it up for auc- e e 2
towards a mortgage o tion? Did you know that you can benefit The MissionFish
rent payment. Brain Tumor Awareness Organization through

an online auction? m
Ebay provides for neprofits a way to collect

auction items from sellers and conduct online
auctions MissionFishto donate, sell or buy To sell your item:

-

\=000dsearcn items that benefit The Brain Tumor Aware-
You search... ness Organization. Visit Ebayand choose the Sell tab
We givel Sellers can set their price, choose what % thegjick on theStart Sellingtab

want to contribute to our organization and  Select a Category

MissionFish handles the rest for a small fee. Eind a matching category

All transactions are secure and guaranteed  Choose a listing form>More Listing Choices
through PayPal, which allows you to send andscroll to the bottom of this form

receive money using an email address. Choose fiselect a nonpro
st |\ AThank)You iaqi ish id l ; . . .
e \or Heloine U MissionFish provides a great online promotionType in The Brain Tumor Awareness Organi-
%_@ﬂ'“’i’ \tor(Helping Us tool to enable noprofits to reach beyond zation
R \l,\n“'s-tm““*.? their physical boundaries to supporters from Choose % that you want to benefit BTAO
'CLICK HERE around the world. And you are done!

\ c
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http://www.fundingfactory.com/programs/recycling/supporter_info.aspx?beneficiary_id=105539
http://www.goodsearch.com/
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http://www.watkinsonline.com/thebraintumorawarenes
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http://cgi5.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll
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OHeads Up TxoDarkh@ ¥ Bueveving x Thriving

Jennifer was diagnosed in November 2003 Jennifer is currently working with Senators in ;
with a brain stem tumor, shortly after the birth Missouri to pass legislation for a brain tumor s
of her first son. She chose to fight and not  awareness license plate. We should have more
give into this horrible disease. Dying was not information about the license plate by December
an option! Since that day, she had seen multi- 1st. This license plate initiative is one that needs
ple physicians across the country, completed to happen in every state so that we can raise

23 rounds of chemotherapy and under went  awareness nationwide. The more initiatives we
Cyber Knife Radio Surgery. Prior to her diagnohave started by May 2009, the more success as
sis, she was working full time as a nurse and an awareness community we can have!

still longs for the day when she can return to

work.

- /
Jennifer Gutierrez with son Alex and
husband Ernesto

OPrior to diagnosis | was working full time as a
She began her volunteer work back in high  nurse and long for the day when | can return to
school when she volunteered as a candy work. But then again, | wouldn't really want a
striper with the American Red Cross. Then  nurse with a brain tumor taking care of me!! |
went on to volunteer teaching CPR classes angvas very surprised at the lack of awareness.
working in their office. She is still in the mind
set of helping others and volunteers as the | have tried to maintain my positive attitude, ex-
facilitator for on line support groups and at the cept when | could not, and feel that has helped
Wellness Community. Since her diagnosis, sheme through out the past 5 years. | am still in the
has been involved in helping set up local fund mind set of helping others and am a volunteer
raisers to benefit brain tumor research. She is facilitator for the young adult brain tumor and
also waiting for training to become a Cyber  adult brain stem glioma online support groups.
Knife Ambassador for St. Louis University Since my diagnosis | have been extremely in-
Hospital in St. Louis Missouri. volved in helping set up local fund raisers for

brain tumor research. Starting in March, | will be
Her situation is unique from others. She has teaching classes twice per month at a local can-
experienced cancer from ALL aspects. From cer center also. | am very involved in my son's )
being a nurse for oncology patients, to being aparochial school with organizing new fu)rlldrais- could be brought t_)ack he_re to St Louis and
patient herself and being a caregiver/advocateers. shared within my commur

for her grandmother and numerous friends. by \_]ennifer Gutierrez
Edited by J. Houston

My situation is unique from most others |
have met. | have experienced cancer from
ALL aspects. | was the nurse taking care of
oncology patients. Then became a patient
myself. | have also been a caregiver/advocate
to my grandmother, aunt, uncle and numer-
ous friends. Now that | am feeling "better” |
am eager to make a difference and give back
as much as | can to our cause. | say our
cause since we are all in this together. We
have to be a united front to make a difference
and have our voice be heard. The knowledge |
would gain from the LIVETRONG ummit

Specialty License Plates Can Raise Awareness and Funds

You know the one, the tag on the car in front The bill was tabled in 2007 with 2008 being

of you that gives you something to think the look forward for further action. As of this
about...like DC6s | i ovetingstbe authpgis upshrg ef thescariest
iTaxation without ReplatéSsent ationo which | gfst
several people scratching their head fora ~ As mentioned in the Hero article above,

while until vyou | ear rendferGutariez iggiviagyt a goraethedlis- a n
of ficial state so t hegurlegskigretomakeichappenindarc e i
Congress. home state. We think that since Missouri is

Nowi ma g iifyoe pulled up behindacar known 8hmowMenStaten t hi s ¢ §
and saw a grey ribbon and it also had the @& great win should she succeed.

sl ogareyd Ri bbon aAdwhaene Bathe 8BHAO decided to lend its affiliates
you saw it, you knew everything about what it Some support for these type of initiatives and
stood for and what an impact it makes for set up a section on our website where you can

research funding, support services and register onlindor your Brain Tumor Aware-
community programs. ness specialty plate and if we can meet the

Though each stateo6s menparofsignatueas soghatywe gary recsuih an
some direct the money to state organizations affiliate to be the point person to walk it

or agencies, it is an initiative that has begunint hr ough their stateds |
the State of Virginia. The BTAO isnét collecti
The supporters of this initiative did have a bill simply a signature list for support within each
introduced HB5024 but since the Common-  state. We will update you as to how many

wealth of Virginia required that 350 prepaid ~supporters sign up for such a plate. After all,

plate registrations be collected before the plat@ur firstNational Brain Tumor Awareness

became a reality, it makes it a difficult goal. Month is May 2009!

Visit www.braintumorawarenessplate.com  We are only just beginning!



http://www.braintumorawarenessplate.com
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Mark Your Calendar:

Pocheptsov Preview/
Nutcracker Ballet
Dec. 2021,2008

eleconference on Gliomas
Dr. Howard Fine
Dec. 2nd, 2008

CancerCare Caregiver
Telephone Workshop
Coping with the Holidays

Pediatric Brain Tumor
Foundation Radiothon

La Vie en Musique

Time Tunnel

BRAIN S.C.A.N.

The Brain Tumor Awareness Organization is proudrt and Antiques, Art News Architectural Di-
to present George Pocheptsov to South Carolina gest, Southern Living, Spirit of Carolina, Wil-
through an arts auction and gala planned for two mington and many others. He has also

locations in the Spring of 2009.

The Greenville event will be in conjunction with
the International BalletSpring performance of
oD o n  QuAprldth, 2009 at The Peace
Center. A silent auction and reception will take
place prior to the performance to introduce
George, his mother Dubrava and his work.

The Charleston event is to be announced.

Georgeds works wildl
Center during the International Ballet
performance of6 T h e
21st, 2008.

The International Ballet was founded by profes-

made appearances on the Oprah Show, Good
Morning America, The John Walsh Show, The
Today Show, Ri pl eyds
Today Show, The Rob Nelson Show, The
Amanda Show, and Nickelodeon. Today, at
15, George is often hailed by the press as a
young Picasso or Chagall, and his paintings
sell for up to $100,000.

B €

During the last eight years, George has been
commissioned to do paintings for Colin Pow-

b e ellpGQeling Dioh,Miclzagl Joedan ahdhAkan DRI€ a «

casse. He was commissioned to do-B paint-

N u tDecensber 2C r Gngs for the Camera Museum in London and

the Uni t e dhARhivérsary 8hevd. 6 0
Internationally, George has been featured on

television programs in England, France, Ko-

sional Ukrainian dancers in the Upstate and con- rea, South Africa, Holland, Russia, Japan, and

ducts a student exchange program between the
Ukraine and the United States to showcase
international talent in Kiev and Greenville.

The Houstons have been involved with the Inter- T h e
national Ballet (IB) for the last 5 years when theirWi t h

daughter joined the ballet company and Keith
became their productions manager. Due to the
Ukrainian background and international talent
that both the members of IB and George
Pocheptsov share, it was their vision to bring
them together in a benefit event to support both
nonprofits. Georgeds
The BTAO is due to the loss of his father to a
brain tumor when he was only 3 years of age.
The proceeds from the Greenville Auction and
Gala event will benefit the International Ballet
and The Brain Tumor Awareness Organization
(BTAO).

George was born in Philadephia, Pennsylvaniain| f

the Ukraine.
Recently, George has been selected as North
Carolinads for the offi
for the 62nd annual NC Azalea Festival.
documentary Brushm at
D e finl EmmydAward and was
produced by Michael Cogdill, Greenville WYFF
Channel 4 anchorman.

George was welcomed by Greenville previ-
ously when he benefited the Ronald McDon-
ald House through the donation of one of his

C o painéngs Heaeatentty bendfitedeDukai s s i o n

Hospital and generated $60,000 through his
art alone for their program.

Recently, George was featured on WCN¥

and shared with viewers his amazing talents

and extensive works.

nterested i

you are i

1992 to Ukrainian parents. When George was 11 paintings during the holidays at an affair,

months old, his father became ill with a brain
tumor. He died in 1995 at the age of 40.
Though he was just a toddler, his mother gave
him a pencil and some paper to keep him busy.

At 17 months he drew a remarkable replicaofanpr i vi | ege

antique car parked across the street. At an age
where most children has barely graduated from

finger painting, George was drawing jesters, preg-

nant women and foutheaded giraffes, all in
luminescent colors. he began to paint 6 months
before he began to talk. For many experts,

please contact Julie Houston or call at 864
836-4609.

OWe know that this is an honor and a

to be able toc
in South Carolina and would welcome other
venues to share this of
-J. Houston
PresidentBTAO

George is, without question, a child prodigy. This If you are interested in assisting with our benefit,

man has a unique an exceptional talent.
George has appeared in many leading maga-
zines, includingTIME, People, Parents, U.S. Art,

pleasecontact us We welcome donated items to
add to this auction to provide funding for programs
and resources for brain tumor patients.



