www.braintumorawareness.org

Your online interactive resource for raising awareness and gaining support!
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Awareness Initiatives Pay off in South Carolina

7 SC Cancer Centers
recognize Brain
Tumor Awareness
Month

Thed Go Gr e yCarmpaignMiakgdooff in the home state of The Brain Tumor Awareness Organization

(BTAO)Sout h Carolina. May 1st, Cancer centers seryv

proudly displayedtheGov er nor 8 s & BraircTluraom&ction \Waek and Brain Tumor Awareness

« 30 Minute Brain Month. We collected hats through the cancer centers foroer Hi dd en Un ddsplay@hiah Hat s
Surgery at MUSC travels the nation as a visual awareness display and returns annually around the Upper Senate Fountain

in DC. Our annual brain tumovigil was held in the Healing Garden at MUSC this year and brought to-

o FDA approves gether professionals, survivors, caregivers, advocates, community members and sponsors.

Avastin OurGrey Ribbon Medallionsvere supported by 27 community businesses who successfully raised aware-
ness through their displays; The first annuabrey Ribbon RideCraniums Converging on Caesars Head
* Duke announces was a great success with 10 riders participatingT he 10t h Annual Mel vin McC:
POteﬁtim for.non - Golf Tournament,our annual fundraiser, was held May 18th, 2009 at Pebble Creek Golf Club and pro-
invasive braintumor i §ed over $6000 to the general fund. The Mayor
izt Day6 in honor of the tournamentds foundersd fatt

munity initiatives. The Jocelyd.onen Winery Wine Tastinggt t he Cookds Station i
$850 for the cause! TheDonate Your Plateon the 28th campaign had the support of 3 restaurants who
donated a portion of their proceeds generated from patrons visiting their locations on the 28th of May;

and the first brain tumor support group in the Upstate began May 27th at First Presbyterian Church,
Downtown Greenville with 5 in attendance.

Inside this issue:

Support the BTAC2
through online

fundraising We are already in the planning stages for next Yy
Br ai n Tu mo WalkAréeunddl hedMorid $or Brain Tumods in October. We wi
Mark 2 date with the details as they unfold.
Your

Thanks to the many individuals, volunteers, community partners, patrons and professional staff around

Calendars . L . . . .
the state who committed to raising awareness this year during National Brain Tumor Awareness Month.
tHeadsUp 3 Thanks especially, to the many survivors and their families who shared with us how much it meant to
To Her oe gh%m to see these campaign in their communities.
Tribute

Duke announces 4
potential for
non-nvasive brain
tumor treatment

Two sons paying an honor to their
father by raising money for research
are honored in return by their
fatherdés friends

Advocacy Alerts 4 .
Click here to see more...

Meet Survivor 5

Alisa Silver
Healthy Eating for 5 Professionals exchange ideas abo
the Brain support programs and services fol;
brain tumor survivors during the %% _ _ _
Acknowledgments 6 Vigil Service. G Dreaming big is

. thing...it takes time, tenacity
i and unfortunately, a realization
of a need unmet.
Click here to see more...

Click here to see more..
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BRAIN S.C.A.N.

Online giving has become the toolthatngmr of i t s

ners that
while driving funds to the organization.
Please support us through our partner programs:

in tod
pend on to supplement their grants cycles. The BTAO has some great pe
provide you access to our community and social networks

Page2

Fundraising

)’
'” Campaigns

Download our community toolbd@ get immediate access to brain tumor news, support groups, a live
chat room while raising funds! Powered by Google, thisfrde, spyware free toolbar installs in your
browser and with each search or download, the BTAO benefits!

FacebookJoin our cause! Our goal is $6000 until the end of August to match our latest donation by The
McCall Golf Tournament. We are now at 1100 members and recruiting every day!

Firstgiving.cond is our online registration processor for events and also to allow you to make direct

donations as well as create fundraising pages for us!

iGive.com At over 700 brand name stores, a portion of each online purchase is donated to The
Brain Tumor Awareness Organization! No purchase is too small!

Download our online opportunities document

We need volunteers! If you would like to sup
port our mission, pleaseontact usto learn
about opportunities with our organization.

Many volunteer positions involve tasks that ypu
can do from home...join our cause!

@ Upcoming
—~ Events

Regional Conference in Cincinnati, OH
June 202009

Honoring Fathers on
Program #689 Vital Options The Group Room
The Nationés Only Call
June 21, 2009

ABTA Sharing Hope Meeting for Patients/
Survivors/Families

July 1011, 2009

Lincolnshire, lllinois

Poker Run for Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation
July 23, 2009
Plain City, Ohio

Brain Tumor Advanced Treatments Conference
Ashland, Oregon
September 18, 2009

Fat he

South Carolina Events:

Brain Ti;mor Support Group
r ollirgs €ancer Center
HeARmM 4 i o s

28d Wed nesday
00 p

Trident Health System
Brain Tumor Support Group
3rd Tuesday of each month

5:30-call to verify

Upstate Brain Tumor
Support Group
Beginning Wednesday May 27th
6:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church
Downtown Greenville



http://braintumorawareness.ourtoolbar.com/
http://apps.facebook.com/causes/150096
http://www.firstgiving.com/BTAO
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OHeads Up TbaringHxeSuraviagsx0 Thriving

Thi s mont hd sfoudderobThe Bsain fTumer Awaseness Organization, Keith Houston. This
month mar ks the weveamntrly oy daonr &teimdhr and hkeem i s an
glioma survivor. Today he is cancer and necrodige and an active advocate in the South Carolina
community.

For those of you who dondt know his story, here
Keith Houston was on duty at Pickens County EBI8Se had been with them for 9 years when he suffered

a Grand Mal Seizure rendering him unable to respond to the 911 call that was dispatched to his crew.
Being in the supervisory role at headquarters that morning, there was no one to replace him and he was
unable to seek immediate medical attention. Due to this seizure Keith became violently ill and passed

out in the bed at the station. Seven hours later, Keith was able to be seen by a doctor at Cannon Memo-
rial but was unable to recognize what had happened to him or explain due to his confusion. Pickens was the firet individual we identified
County ordered Keith out of Doctor ordered bed rest to inform him that the county administrators wanted with once we arrived at Duke.

his termination effective i mmediately. Nine days | ater, tahi s was
medic, Pickens County EMS was called into the office and advised that due to problems of him neglecting

to respond to an emergency call on Satterfield Circle January 27, 2002, Pickens County was terminating

his employement effective immediately.

Mr. Houston stated that he would resign instead of being terminated. Written resignation was received on

February 06, 2001. 6 First of al | the | etter was dated incorrect/l
Director of Emergency Management. Secondly, this director and the EMS Coordinator discussed with

Keith ALONE that since he was an upstanding member in the EMS community and a respected instructor

with Upstate EMS Council as well as one of the four members of the South CarolinaPettiorist Re-

sponse Team, it would damage his reputation FAR LESS if he resigned than if he were to be terminated.

Legal semantics.

You see, they terminated all of Keithos benef jUptedwit {glanfriergsmnd suivors # Hey t
Keith had had a seizure...his partner and supervisor were witnesses to this fact. Lack of staffing on that2008 LIVESTRONG Summit, who posed for
day and swift action on their part rendered Keith from discovery of his brain tumor because suddenlywe’ T0ngues at Tumorso |
were caught up in the devastation of no job, no income and a sick family member. The unbelievable and survivor friendlanette McLamb/eres
overwhel ming task for Julie as Keithds caregiver begins as she ge
SOLELY be responsible for ALL interaction between government agencies, medical professionals, es-

tranged family members, legal counsel, creditors, etc. WHILE caring for Keith and their two children with-

out support or respite care.

Keith becomes employed with Transylvania County EMS in Brevard, NC for a period of a few months

when on duty June 26, 2002, he suffers another grand mal seizure. He is rushed to the emergency room

by his partner whereby a CAT scan reveals his left front temporal lobe brain tumor. Keith comes home

after informing his wife over the phone that he has a brain tumor. He is taken to Greenville Memorial

Hospital where he awaits 15 hours in the ER for admission tao have
mitted to the hospital because the beds were taken by psychiatric patients that were placed there due to

budget cuts at Marshall Pickens. Keith was admitted by Dr. Alfred T. Nelson, neurosurgeon of The South-

eastern Neurosurgical & Spine Institute, P. A.
July 2nd (hi sReslimbre.ds birthday) .

David Bailey always inspires hope and

July 1st (his sonbo:
Keit'hdéds first cycling
the Palmetto Peleton, at the LIVESTRONG

2009 is a befitting 7 year anniversary year for us as it is also the first year that National Brain Tumor Challenge in Austin, TX

Awareness Month was kicked off in our home state through our outreach efforts and the presentation of

Governor Sanfordés Proclamation which had been provided to us ant
efforts with the North American Brain Tumor Coalition in 2004. 7 has always been a lucky number for us

and we hope that this will be no different. We recognize that our testimony and hard work founding the

organization has touched lives and inspired hope. This year, we reached a milestkicking off aware-

ness campaigns in 7 cancer centers in the state.

We woul dndét be here if it werendt for the network of people
Dr. Al fred Nelson of Southeastern Neurological & Spine |Inst
ters of the Carolinas; Dr. Allan Friedman and Dr. Henry Friedman of The Brain Tumor Center at Duke;

Reverend Bob Jones; The Members of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Mr. Jim Showalter; Mr. Bob Mac-

Callum; Dr. Rene Raynor; Roberta Calhoun; Dr. Craig Young; Transylvania County EMS; Mr. Lee Plumblee;

The Citizens of Travelers Rest, South Carolina; Mr. Jimmy Pierce; Mrs. Casey Galloway and of course, our

families.

who i
i tut e;

Since beginning our organization, there have been masponsorsand supporters along the way. Each
contribution has been significant in that it allows another conversation, connection and milestone to be
made. We want to thank each and every one of these supporters for sharing in our mission and allowing one6s success is oft ¢

our efforts to expand in South Carolina and beyond. their impactiKenthbohe
On behalf of the families that we have served?é. thhranmrkw thateheir.Dadis atrue
WARRIOR!

Happy Fatherés Day


http://www.braintumorawareness.org/pickens.html
http:www.braintumorawareness.org/sponsors.html

